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Foreword 


From  its  inception  the  American  Bar  Association  has  been  devoted  to 
the  improvement  of  the  legal  profession  through  the  improvement  of  the 
pre-legal  and  legal  education  of  those  who  apply  for  admission  to  the  Bar.^ 
This  objective  is  clearly  stated  in  the  By-Laws  of  the  Section  of  Legal 
Education  and  Admissions  to  the  Bar^  of  the  American  Bar  Association: 

Article  1 -Section  3.  Purposes.  The  purposes  of  the  Section  shall  be 
to  consider,  discuss,  recommend  to  the  Association,  and  effectuate 
measures  for  the  improvement  of  the  systems  of  pre-legal  and  legal 
education  in  the  United  States;  methods  for  inculcating  in  law 
students  the  sincere  regard  for  the  ethics  and  morals  of  the  profession 
necessary  to  its  high  calling;  and  means  for  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  in  the  several  states  of  adequate  and  proper  standards  of 
general  education,  legal  training,  and  moral  character  of  applicants  for 
admission  to  the  Bar,  including  the  manner  of  testing  their 
qualifications. 

The  By-Laws  of  the  Section  of  Legal  Education  and  Admissions  to  the 
Bar,  in  Article  1,  Section  4,  empower  the  Section  through  its  Council, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  House  of  Delegates: 

(b)  To  recommend  to  the  House  of  Delegates  uniform  standards  and 
requirements  to  be  met  by  the  law  schools  for  approval,  or  retention 
of  approval,  either  provisional  or  full,  by  the  Association. 

(c)  To  establish  procedures  and  requirements  to  be  met  and  observed 
by  law  schools  in  obtaining  and  retaining  the  approval  of  the 
Association;  to  receive  and  process  applications  of  law  schools  for 
approval;  and  to  make  recommendations  thereon  to  the  House  of 
Delegates; 


See,  Harno  Legal  Education  in  the  United  States  (1951);  Sullivan,  The  Professional 
Association  and  Legal  Education,  4  Journal  of  Legal  Education  401  (1952). 

As  approved  by  the  House  of  Delegates  of  the  ABA,  February,  1961. 


II 

(d)  To  prescribe  procedures  for  changing  the  status  of  a  law  school 
from  provisional  to  full  approval,  or  from  full  to  provisional  approval,  or 
for  withdrawal  of  either  provisional  or  full  approval  from  law  schools; 

(e)  To  establish  conditions  and  procedures  for  the  inspection  and 
re-inspection  of  the  approved  law  schools,  with  power  in  the  Council 
to  make  the  same  at  the  expense  of  the  school  or  schools  in  question; 

(f)  To  observe  and  determine  the  adherence  of  the  approved  law 
schools  to  the  Standards  for  Legal  Education  of  the  Association,  and 
after  investigation  and  hearing,  and  upon  a  finding  of  non-adherence  in 
a  given  school,  to  recommend  to  the  House  of  Delegates  a  change  in 
the  approval  status  of  said  law  school. 

All  of  the  standards,  requirements  and  procedures  recommended  by 
the  Section  and  approved  by  the  House  of  Delegates  are  printed  and 
distributed  to  law  schools,  universities,  libraries,  boards  of  bar  examiners, 
professional  groups  or  associations  and  others  concerned  with  legal 
education. 

Pursuant  to  these  objectives  and  powers,  the  Section  of  Legal 
Education  and  Admissions  to  the  Bar  prepared  the  following  Standards  and 
Rules  of  Procedure  for  the  Approval  of  Law  Schools.  A  first  draft  was 
distributed  for  comment  in  December,  1971,  to  the  chief  appellate  judge  of 
each  state,  the  bar  examiners  of  all  jurisdictions,  the  deans  of  all  ABA 
approved  law  schools,  and  the  members  of  the  Section.  In  addition,  the 
deans  of  over  100  law  schools  discussed  the  draft  at  a  meeting  with  the 
Section  Council  and  the  drafting  committee  held  February  4,  1972.  A 
second  draft  was  prepared  and  circulated  on  April  10,  1972  and  in  Chicago 
on  May  13,  1972.  Nearly  100  practitioners,  judges,  teachers  and  deans 
participated  in  the  hearings.  Thereafter,  a  final  draft  was  prepared  and 
adopted  by  the  Section  at  its  annual  meeting  on  August  15,  1972.  The 
House  of  Delegates  approved  and  adopted  the  Standards  and  Rules  of 
Procedure  on  February  12,  1973. 

The  Standards  recognize  the  diversity  in  quality  legal  education  and 
represent  an  important  step  in  advancing  the  cause  of  quality  legal  education 
and  the  American  Bar  Association's  concern  therefor.  Various 
Interpretations  of  the  Standards  have  been  adopted  and  others  amended  by 
the  Council  from  time  to  time. 


iii 


The  Rules  of  Procedure  were  prepared  to  implement  the  Standards 
and  also  were  drafted  to  conform  to  the  Criteria  for  Nationally  Recognized 
Accrediting  Agencies  and  Associations  promulgated  by  the  United  States 
Department  of  Education.  The  Rules  of  Procedure  were  rewritten  and  so 
adopted  in  February,  1975,  with  further  amendments  adopted  from  time  to 
time  thereafter. 

The  Criteria  for  Approval  of  Semester  Abroad  Programs  for  Credit- 
Granting  Foreign  Segment  of  Approved  J.D.  Program  and  the  Criteria  for 
Approval  of  Foreign  Summer  Programs  were  revised  and  adopted  in  June, 
1994.  The  Criteria  for  Approval  of  Individual  Student  Study  Abroad  for 
Academic  Credit  and  the  Criteria  for  Approval  of  Cooperative  Programs  for 
Foreign  Study  were  revised  and  adopted  in  August,  1993. 

The  Policies  are  statements  formally  adopted  from  time  to  time  by  the 
Council  of  the  Section  of  Legal  Education  and  Admissions  to  the  Bar  and  its 
Accreditation  Committee. 


